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Small archaeological sites in Israeli cities are designated for conservation. 
Their small sizes, as well as, their relatively modest character means that 
their only possible use is as open public space. The aim of the research is to 
develop an evaluation tool to examine the success of the integration of these 
archaeological "gardens" into their urban environment. The research reveals the 
site-environment relationship within a framework that sees the local population 
as an integral part of the management of the conservation processes over time.

Michelle Portman, PhD, is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Architecture 
and Town Planning and head of MarCoast Ecosystems Integration Lab at the 
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology. She co-directs the environmental 
specialization of the Graduate Program of Urban Planning and is a member of 
the Technion's Center for Urban and Regional Studies. Her areas of academic 
interests include: integrated coastal zone management, marine spatial 
planning, marine protected areas, water sensitive planning and marine/coastal 
conservation. mep@technion.ac.il 

Pnina Plaut, PhD, is Associate Professor and Vice Dean for Graduate Studies 
and Research at the Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, Technion – 
Israel Institute of Technology. Fields of interests: transportation and land use 
planning and policy, impacts of infrastructure (transportation and ICT) on 
economic development, urban/ regional structure and the environment, social 
networks, flexible transport and urban structure. She is leading a research 
group on "health promoting environments" focusing on the impact of the built 
environment on health. pninatech@gmail.com

Sharon Hanan Salkinder, holds an MSc in Urban and Regional Planning 
(Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, 2016) and a BA in Geography and 
Archeology (Hebrew University, 2010). She worked as a supervisor for the 
Israel Antiquities Authority and participated in archaeological excavations. 
Currently, she works as a planner, mainly conducting feasibility surveys on 
urban to national scales. sharon.hanan@gmail.com


