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in Urban Economics: Planning and Land Policy, and The Economy of  
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Dr. Igal Charney, Department of  Geography and Environmental Studies, University of  
Haifa. His major areas of  research are urban geography and urban planning. The focus 
of  his research has been the interface between politics, planning and entrepreneurship 
in urban settings. Recent studies have examined politics and planning in shaping high-
rise development in Jerusalem, metropolitan development in Israel, interactions between 
planning authorities and property developers, and the motivations of  newcomers to move 
into newly-built neighborhoods in kibbutzim. 

Prof. Eran Razin, Department of  Geography, the Hebrew University of  Jerusalem, 
holds the Leon Safdie Chair in Urban Studies,. He serves as the director of  the Institute 
of  Urban and Regional Studies (the urban planning program) and heads Floersheimer 
Studies at the Hebrew University. He specializes in the study of  local government, 
urban planning and development, including metropolitan dynamics.
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The Population Dispersal Plan and National Population 
Distribution of  1963

Eliahu Boruchov

The population dispersal plan that was prepared by the Interministerial 
Committee in 1963 proposed focusing efforts on the urban population.   
It presented a policy for strengthening the development towns, 
especially the distant ones. The Committee's report shows awareness of  
the resource constraints on agricultural settlement development, and 
recognition that too many urban settlements, which were also too small, 
were founded in peripheral areas during the 1950s.  The Committee 
proposed concentrating on reinforcing the existing cities in the years 
to1970, increasing their residents to reach their target populations of  
10,000 as soon as possible, and advised against establishing any new 
towns until the existing cities reach their minimum target populations. 


