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Beyond an Experiment: Long-Term Rental Housing in Israel
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ABSTRACT
The issue of housing costs and the right to adequate and affordable housing has been central to the Israeli 
policy agenda over the last decade, since the 2011 social protests. The demand for changes in the housing 
sector responded to three main issues: increasing costs of living, high socio-economic disparities, and 
government policies supporting housing as an acceptable form of investment. Government housing policies 
over the last decade focused primarily on home ownership, including streamlining  planning procedures to 
speed up and increase the supply of new housing as well as land subsidies to reduce  the cost of housing for 
first-time buyers. This article examines a much less studied parallel set of policies in support of long term 
rental housing, a new form of tenure for Israel. The article is based on analysis of legislation and planning 
regulations, policy documents, media reports and extensive interviews with key decision makers. It maps 
and analyses the main policies supporting long-term rental housing in Israel, raising questions for the future 
of this emerging model.

Keywords: housing policy; affordable housing; long term rental; Israel

Camila Meyer Weissberg is a research student in the Department of Geography and the Institute of Urban and 
Regional Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She has been honored with the David Amiran and Francis 
Gunter Scholarships for Advanced Research Students. Camila’s master’s thesis focused on the implementation of 
long-term rental housing policy in Israel, emphasizing policy distinctions between the central government and Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa municipality. camila.meyerweiss@mail.huji.ac.il

Prof. Igal Charney is a faculty member in the School of Environmental Sciences and the vice dean of teaching at 
the Faculty of Social Sciences in the University of Haifa. He is also the vice president of the Israeli Geographical 
Association. His research explores politics and urban development, high-rise buildings, planning and real estate.  
charney@geo.haifa.ac.il

Prof. Gillad Rosen is the Chair of the Department of Geography and the former Director of the Institute of Urban 
and Regional Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His work explores housing policy, urban renewal, 
vertical urbanism, urban governance, and energy transitions.  gillad.rosen@mail.huji.ac.il

Dr. Emily Silverman is a senior lecturer in the Department of Geography and the Institute of Urban and Regional 
Studies at the Hebrew University, and the founding director of the Urban Clinic – an academic think-and-do tank 
nurturing urban leadership and local knowledge for more just and inclusive cities. Her fields of expertise include 
housing policy, urban regeneration, community planning and social aspects of planning. emilysilv@gmail.com


