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International Governance of Marine and Coastal Resources

Valerie Brachya, Dan Tzafrir

Environmental Policy Center, Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies
Environmental Law Department, Lipa Meir & Co

Marine and coastal resources are regarded by the international community
as of value beyond the boundaries of the sovereign states. Moreover,
the risks to their protection are often beyond the authority of the state
and depend on resource management of neighboring states or the joint
agreements of all states around a common water body. Cooperative

@ sovereignty for marine and coastal resources initially related to issues
of marine pollution, generated by marine transport and from land based
sources. Later cooperation between states was expanded to include
coastal resources and now raises implications for coastal planning and
management. Similar arrangements have been made under EU directives,
OECD instruments and regional seas agreements under UNEP.

Israel is a party to the Barcelona Convention for the Mediterranean
Sea, under the regional seas agreements of UNEP. It operates through
protocols and activities to prevent, as far as possible, pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea, protection of natural marine and coastal resources
and promote the sustainable development of coastal areas. Its most
recent protocol, currently awaiting ratification by member states in order
to come into force, concerns integrated coastal zone management. It
is a unique protocol and could in the future be a model others around
the world will adopt. Experience gained in Israel in coastal planning
provided considerable background for the preparation of the protocol.
When ratified by the required number of countries, the protocol will
become a binding instrument on all the 22 contracting parties to the
Barcelona Convention.

The ICZM protocol defines the geographical extent of the coastal
area in which countries are required to exercise caution in permitting
development. The boundary of the area was a major issue of discussion,
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since it determines the area to which the regulations of the protocol will
relate.

The regulations of the protocol range over many issues including: rights
of public access along coastal areas, issues and processes of consultation
which have to be considered by planning authorities before approval
of land use plans, and the implications of global issues on coastal
areas, particularly in relation to climate change. The protocol includes
requirements governing economic activities in coastal areas, including
tourism, agriculture, fishing, industry and energy production.

The lecture will cover the significance of the protocol to coastal and
marine planning in Israel and will give an insight into the different
interests of countries around the Mediterranean in negotiating the
protocol, which reflect differences in economic development, political
operating systems, and in their physical characteristics.
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World Heritage Convention. Pp. 84-86. UNESCO World Heritage
Center, Paris.

* WHC, (2009). World Heritage and buffer Zone. UNESCO World
Heritage Center, Paris.

* Operational Guidelines by the World Heritage Committee at its 16th
session, Santa-fe, 1992.
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