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Walking Out: Women Walkers in xhe City
Rosenberg Elissa

Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, Technion
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In recent years, walking has become the preferred mode of physical
exercise for Arab women in Israel (Muhammad et al. 2012). In
Sakhnin, women walk together in groups, for safety and sociability
along the rural paths just outside the city boundaries. These
informal paths constitute a significant—yet unrecognized-- open
space system, offering a site for recreational walking in the exclusive
company of women outside of the bounds and prohibitions of
traditional society.

This paper will explore the role of walking in redefining urban
open spaces as linear networks, focusing on informal public spaces.
Through an analysis of improvised women's walking paths in
Sakhnin, I will discuss an alternative space that allows new subjects
to participate in the urban public realm. Walking has effectively
pluralized the public realm, challenging traditional gender relations.
Walking in the city can be seen as an everyday urban spatial practice
that can create alternate readings of the city, new subjects and new
informal networks of public space. In this paper I argue that open
space planning must take into account new concepts of public
space that are opportunistic, informal, transitory, and reflect local
needs and conditions.
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Stakeholder Mapping and Ecosystem Services
Perception Gaps in the Southern Dead Sea Region
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In the past 50 years, natural ecosystems have changed at a rate
unprecedented in human history. There is a growing awareness
of the impact that human development has had on ecosystems,
and the actual and potentially harmful consequences to human
wellbeing. This awareness highlights the need for development
of a conceptual framework that bridges the gap between the
natural and social sciences in order to improve planning, public
communication, and policy making;

Over the past two decades, and following the publication of
the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA 2005), ecosystem
services (ES) have emerged to provide just such a conceptual
framework. The ES conceptual framework quickly gained
popularity and prominence despite challenges in implementing the
framework. Key amongst these challenges, is integrating top-down
rational planning (based on "expert knowledge") and bottom-up
communicative planning (based on "local knowledge").

This research proposal suggests that the above challenge can
be addressed by employing social research methodologies. Such
methodologies will allow mapping out the different stakeholders
and gaining a better understanding of their relationships with the
surrounding natural environment. Results will advance the ES
conceptual framework as a planning and policy making tool by
assisting integration of the framework's rational and non-rational
components. The research will focus on communicative planning
elements of the framework and highlight gaps between expert and
local knowledge.



